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The Pride of Pripyat (2019)  
Music by by Sunny Knable (b. 1983) 
Libretto by Jim Knable 
 

for soprano, mezzo soprano, baritone,  
piano and electronic playback 
written for The Perspective Collective 
 
 
CHARACTER BREAKDOWN: 
 
Soprano (S) -  SVETLANA/TEACHER/OLD BABUSHKA/ 

INEXPERIENCED NURSE/MARIA BOYARCHUK 
 
Mezzo (M) -  MARIA PROTSENKO/EVEN OLDER BABUSHKA/ 

EXPERIENCED NURSE 
 
Baritone (B) - WORKER/INTENDANT/SOLDIER/VLADIMIR/ 

ALEXANDER ESAULOV/FIREFIGHTER 
 

All sing variously as WORKERS/STUDENTS/OTHER CHORUS PARTS 
 

 
 
NOTE to the PERFORMERS: 
This one-hour chamber opera consists of six Scenes (accompanied by piano) interspersed with an 
Overture, five Interludes, and a Coda (electronic playback).  It may be performed in part or whole, 
depending on the ensemble's needs, performance venue, or occasion.  The piano part calls for the 
use of melodica in Scene II and Scene V.  This is optional but preferred; make the accommodations 
necessary for a successful musical performance.   
  



PROGRAM NOTE from the LIBRETTIST: 
 
Inspired by the success of its Russian-themed mini opera For Love of Country at the 2019 
Asheville Fringe Arts Festival, The Perspective Collective reached out to composer Sunny 
Knable about the idea of a follow-up companion piece focusing on the Chernobyl nuclear disaster 
of April 26, 1986.  After exploring some musical ideas, Sunny Knable enlisted his playwright 
brother Jim Knable to develop a story and libretto for the piece.  Over three months, The 
Brothers Knable, who previously found success with their frequently produced young audience 
opera The Magic Fish, collaborated to shape six scenes exploring the experience of Chernobyl 
through the lens of the growing little city next to it, Pripyat.  Using a variety of primary source 
materials, though fundamentally inspired by Adam Higginbotham's "Life in Pripyat Before, And 
the Morning After, the Chernobyl Disaster," published on Atlas Obscura, Jim Knable crafted a 
narrative that begins with Pripyat's chief architect Maria Protsenko and weaves through more 
than a dozen characters, from teachers to babushkas to nurses and their patients, who were forced 
to deal with their basic notions of patriotism, loyalty, love, and hope through a disaster we all 
know to be of epic proportions. – Jim Knable 
 
PROGRAM NOTE from the COMPOSER: 
 
The Pride of Pripyat is musically inspired by such disparate elements as the hammering of 
workers, propaganda songs of the USSR, Ukrainian folk songs, the beeping of hospital 
machinery, and the cacophony of carnival music.  While the kaleidoscopic storylines of multiple 
characters provided ample variety for musical expression, the entire piece can be boiled down to 
a 12-tone row (12 notes completing a chromatic scale) which governs the whole opera from its 
Overture, six Scenes, and five Interludes.  No audience need be burdened with the mathematical 
principles a composer uses to generate ideas. Still, you might be interested that this musical DNA 
is based on the literal spelling of "C-H-E-R-N-O-B-Y-L" in musical language.  For opera and 
musical theatre fans, you might hear nods to Sondheim, John Adams, or Kurt Weill, among 
others.  From the beginning of this project, I intended to set the libretto written by my brother 
in whatever musical language would present the most honest, empathic, and unified whole.  I am 
grateful to The Perspective Collective for commissioning it.  While we finished the first draft of 
this piece just before the pandemic, long before the Ukrainian War, and before America's 
Insurrection, its subject remains unfortunately relevant to today's world. – Sunny Knable 
 
 
For an up-to-date BIOGRAPHY of the LIBRETTEST, go to: 
www.jimknable.com 
 
 
For an up-to-date BIOGRAPHY of the COMPOSER, go to: 
www.sunnyknablecomposer.com/biography 
 
 
  



SONG LIST: 
 
p. 1 – Overture - Chernobyl Theme    Ensemble and playback 
 
p. 4 – Scene 1  

“Pride in Making Pripyat” aria   Maria Protsenko (M), Worker (B) 
“Vodka” aria       Svetlana (S) 

 
p. 22 – Interlude 1 - Ted Koppel Broadcast   (playback only) 
 
p. 24 – Scene 2 

“May Day/Tractor Song” propaganda songs Teacher (S), Children (M, B) 
“Her Husband/Yuri” duet    Teacher (S), Intendant (B) 

  
p. 46 – Interlude 2 - Patriotic Songs   Ensemble and playback 
 
p. 50 – Scene 3 

“We Are Old” trio     Babushkas (S, M), Soldier (B)  
  
p. 66 – Interlude 3 - Heart Rate Monitor   (playback only)  
 
p. 67 – Scene 4 

“Get Away from Me” aria    Vladimir (B) 
“Peace” aria      Vladimir (B), Nurses (S, A) 

 
p. 80 – Interlude 4 - Circus Music    (playback only) 
 
p. 81 – Scene 5 
 “Ferris Wheel” trio    Boyarchuck (S), Protsenko (M), Esaulov (B) 
 
p. 102 – Interlude 5 - Amusement Park Cacophony (playback only) 
 
p. 104 – Scene 6 

“Ferris Wheel/Pride in Pripyat” trio            Protsenko/Babushkas (S, M), Firefighter (B) 
 
p. 124 – Coda - Chernobyl in Retrograde   Ensemble and playback 
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"An official announcement  from the Council of Ministers.
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S.

And

mf

next week: May

mp

Day!

mf

May Day!

f

We

mf

ce le- brate- our win ning- in the

368364

p
mp

S.

Pa

f

tri- o- tic- War! We de feat- ed- Hit ler,- Jew Kill er!- We

mf
370

mf f mf p mf f

°

S.

lost so ma ny- sol diers,- but

f

we won the war 'gainst the greed iest*- man un til- Ro nald-

377

mp mf f mf p

° ø ø ø

.

S.

f

385384

Rea gan.- We will have a pa rade.- We will bang our drums.

f mf
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f
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S.

accel. 
389

Sing a song of the day. Af ter- me lit tle- ones!

mf mff

f
°

.

S.

p

"May Day" propaganda song - a little faster (qq=132)393

Mer

f

ry,- hap py,- mer ry,- hap py.- Ev' ry- one- is free. The ho li- day- is com ing:- It's

f

secco

.

S.

mf f mf f p

402
399

May Day! May Day! Cars are fly ing- full of chil dren.- Ev' ry one- is free.

° ø

.

S.

mf f mf f

rit. as needed
408

406

Heads, hands, swim, swim. It's May Day! May Day!
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poco accel. "Tractor Song" propaganda song - a little faster (qq=144)412
411

Plough

f

and plough and plough the trac tor.- Plough and plough and ploughit deep. What one can not-

.

S.

f f

420417

do a lone.- Our col lec- tive- can. What a horse can not,- O ur- trac tor can.

.

S.

mf

accel. very fast (qq=168)

428

424

From a hec tor of rye. More than a ton. Plough

f

and plough and plough the trac tor.-

.

S.

f

430

Plough and plough and plough it deep. What one can not- do a lone.- Our col lec- tive- can.
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S.

Yes, that's it, Young Pi o- neers- of School Three, raise your voic es- and

same tempo436

p

.

S.

f

molto accel. very fast (hh=100)445
443

sing:

f

You and me, my loy al- bro ther,- me with ham mer,- you with sic kle...-

f

B.

Par

mf

don- my in ter- rup- tion,- com rade.- There is an ur gent-

recitative - same tempo (qq=100)449

p mp
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S.

B.

We're

mf

in the mid dle- of sing ing.- Per haps- you might

453452

mat ter- we must dis cuss.-

mf p

° ø

S.

B.

join us, In ten- dant?- Gre ta,- you will lead the stu dents-

459456

We must dis cuss- this first.

mf p mf p f mp

° ø

S.

M.

in the rest? Mer

f

ry,- hap py,- mer ry,- hap py.- Ev' ry- one- is free.

poco accel. like before (qq=132)
460

Mer

f

ry,- hap py,- mer ry,- hap py.- Ev' ry- one- is free. The

mf f

poco accel. like before (qq=132)
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S.

M.

What

f

is it? Has some thing- hap pened?-

rit. 

465

ho

molto

li- day- is com ing:- It's May Day! May Day!

mf
p mp

rit. 

° ø ø ø

S.

B.

I

mf

am not pa nick- ing.-

previous tempo (qq=100) 471469

There

f

is no need to pa nic.-

mf f mf

previous tempo (qq=100)

ø ø °

S.

I'm mere ly- try ing- to pre pare- our chil dren- for the health run and May Day.

rall. 

rall. 
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S.

B.

Has

mf

a stu dent- been in jured?-

flowing (qq=80)

flowing (qq=80)

476475

It

mf

seems there's been a ter ri- ble- ac ci- dent.-

mp

ø ø ø ø ø ø

S.

B.

The town?

481479

In Cher no- byl.- The pow er- sta tion.- There's been a fi re.-

S.

B.

I heard a bout- a fi re.- But they said it was no thing.- A wall?

485483

It seems a wall has col lapsed.-

S.

B.

Is

mf

a ny- one- hurt?
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haps- an im por- tant- wall. It seems there are some go ing- to the
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S.

B.

The hos pi- tal- here? Why

mf

must they come here?

490

hos pi- tal.- Yes.

ø ø ø ø ø ø ø

S.

B.

What has hap pened?-

493

It seems there are too ma ny- hurt to go to on ly one hos pi- tal.-

ø ø ø ø ø

B.

We can't be sure, but we must be pre pared.- For the chil dren,- we must be pre pared.-

498496

ø ø ø ø

S.

B.

Pre pared- for what?
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Do
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not pa nic.- Un der- no cir cum- stan- ces- should we pa nic.-
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S.

B.

My

mf

hus band- left this morn ing- for the plant.

f503

Yes.

p

p f

° ø

S.

B.

Could

mf

he be hurt?

f

If

mf

there's been a nu cle- ar-

505

I'm

mp

sure he's fine.

mf f sub. p

° ø ø

S.

B.

ac ci- dent...- Like in A mer

f

- i- ca...-

509
508

This

f

is not A mer- i- ca.- This is the So vi- et- U nion.-

mp f f
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B.

We know what we're do ing.- We know what we're do ing.-

511

ø ø ø ø ø ø

S.

B.

The

mp

chil dren- are to go on a health run.

513

mf mp

ø ø ø ø

S.

B.

Un less...

mf

-

rit. 516

Yes,

mf

yes, they will. Un less...

f

- some thing- chan ges.
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INTERLUDE 2 "Patriotic Songs" 

March tempo (qq=120)
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