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Notes: 
 
The Busking Bassoonist came about for 10 reasons: Prairie Dawg Press approached me in 2013 about 
the idea of doing a group commission for a bassoon sonata and shortly thereafter, 10 amazing 
bassoonists signed up to hire me, lead by the unstoppable force, Scott Pool, and his frequent 
collaborator, pianist Natsuki Fukasawa.  The proposition was for a piece based on New York City, 
the noisy, irrepressible and talent-laden surrounding in which I now call my home.  The result is a 
three movement work exploring the busking musician in different settings: the first movement, 
Underground Blues, emulates the sound of the noisy subway station, juxtaposed with brief respites 
of intermittent melody; the second movement, Park Bench Ballad, finds the musician relaxing in a 
park on a breezy afternoon – onlookers reading their papers and books while a distant musician is 
heard not too far away; and the third movement, Street Changes, finds the musician on the hard 
dirty pavement, intermingled with the fast busy sounds of an unrelenting city.   
 
 
 
The Busking Bassoonist was premiered in New York City by Scott Pool and Natsuki Fukasawa in 
October 2013.  The bassoonists listed below are co-commissioners, without whom, this piece would 
not have come into existence.  A big thank you to all of them. 
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Theatrical Elements and Instrument Preparation: 
 
Bassoon 
-All theatrical elements are optional but preferred.  They will be designated in the score with an asterick (*). 
 
-Bassoonist has two playing positions: sitting and standing.  A chair and two sets of music stands are required. 
 
-If pianist uses The New York Times preparation, the bassoonist will be expected to read an article from the 
paper in Interlude I, as specified in the score. 
 
Piano: 
-All piano preparations and theatrical elements are optional but preferred.  They will be designated in the score 
with an asterick (*). 
 
-Place one copy of the A section of the most current New York Times width-wise inside the piano, resting on the 
very bottom strings.  This would ideally cover notes A1 to F3.  The desired result is a rattling effect, emulating a 
noisy subway station.  If this preparation is used, the bassoonist will be expected to read an article from the 
paper, as specified in the score. 
 
-Place one paper-back copy of “The Catcher in the Rye” length-wise inside the piano, resting on the very top 
strings.  This would ideally cover the top octave, from C6 to C7.  Different results are to be expected depending 
on the piano and the size of the publication.  If this preparation is used, pianist will be expected to read a section 
from Chapter 2 during Interlude II, as specified in the score. 
 
-The use of Melodica in movement two is optional but preferred.  A two-octave instrument is required if used                                                                      
(from C4 to C6) 
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